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Challengesin Localizationg

Hardware

I Expensive
I Power Consuming

Infrastructure

I Initial setuprequired
I Not always available

Modeling

I Irregular wirelesscoveragearea
I Introduceserror
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SextantApproachg

I Extract geometricconstraints
I Disseminatethem transitively
I Solvein a distributed manner
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SextantApproachg

Contributions

I Uni¯ed Node and Event
localization

I Accurate
I Negativeas well as positive

information
I Explicit representation

I Practical
I Constraintextraction
I Deployed on MICA-2 motes,

laptopsand PDAs
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SextantApproachg

I Neednot be convex

I May haveholes

I May havedisconnected
components
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Node Localizationg

A

B

M

Positive Informationg

Saikat Guha Sextant: Node and Event Localization



Node Localizationg
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Node Localizationg
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Node Localizationg
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SextantApproachg

Polygonswith B¶ezierboundaries

EachNode x

I Location Estimate: Ex

I PositiveConstraint: Px

I NegativeConstraint: Nx

I Set of positiveconstraints: ¡ x

I Set of negativeconstraints:£ x

Invariant
Ex =

T

p2 ¡ x

p n
S

n2 £ x

n
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SextantApproachg

Union of circles in Exg

EachNode x

I Location Estimate: Ex
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SextantApproachg

Intersectionof circles in Exg

EachNode x

I Location Estimate: Ex
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SextantApproachg

¡ x: learned from wireless
neighbors

£ x : learned from wireless
non-neighbors

EachNode x

I Location Estimate: Ex

I PositiveConstraint: Px

I NegativeConstraint: Nx

I Set of positiveconstraints: ¡ x

I Set of negativeconstraints:£ x

Invariant
Ex =

T

p2 ¡ x

p n
S
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EventLocalizationg

Similarity to Node Localization

I Constraintsfrom sensinghardware vs. wirelessradio
I Booleansensed/not-sensedsignalvs. booleanconnectivity

Di®erencesfrom Node Localization

I Annotate resultant areaswith probabilities
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EventLocalizationg

Sensor

Sensor

Event

BayesianProbability

PositiveContribution
Sensor somewherein E detectsevent;
probability event in grid Gi .

NegativeContribution

Sensor somewherein E doesnot detect
event;probability event in grid Gi .

Solution
Product of positiveand negative
contributionsfrom sensors sensingand
not-sensingthe event.
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Optimizationsg

x

Annulus for rangex

WirelessHardware

I RangeMeasurements
I Angle of Arrival

Sensor Hardware

I Event Distance
I DirectionalSensors
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Optimizationsg

x

Sector for anglex

WirelessHardware

I RangeMeasurements
I Angle of Arrival

Sensor Hardware

I Event Distance
I DirectionalSensors
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Modelingg

Wirelesscoveragearea is
non-convexand has holes

WirelessRadio
Booleanpacket-received/
packet-not-received.

I All reachablenodes· R away

I All unreachablenodes¸ r away
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Modelingg

rR WirelessRadio
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Protocolg

Neighborhood Discovery

I Nodestransmit periodic beacons
I Thresholdbeaconreceptionrequiredfor booleanconnectivity

Gossip

Disseminateconstraintsas long as they are useful
I Positive information { usedonly at ¯rst hop
I Negativeinformation { usedwithin the ¯rst few hops
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Validationof Node Localizationg

Implementation

I Implementedon MICA-2 motes,laptopsand PDA
I About 2kB of storageper node
I About 80kB data transmitted per node until convergence

Setup

I 50 MICA2 motesplacedin a grid pattern
I Landmarks chosenat random
I 80% packet receptionthresholdchosenfor connectivity
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Validationof Node Localizationg

Comparing Node Localization

I Triangulation { Centroidof neighbor nodes
I GPSLess

I Single-hop { No transitive dissemination
I Active Badge,Cricket, GPSLess,Localization Using Moving Target

I Positive-constraints { No negativeinformation
I APS, Convexposition estimation, N-hop Multilateration, Robust

Positioning

I Sextant
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Validationof Node Localizationg
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Validationof Node Localizationg

 5

 10

 15

 20

 25

 30

 35

 40

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15

La
nd

m
ar

ks
 R

eq
ui

re
d

Node Density

90% nodes
75% nodes
60% nodes

Sextant requires¯xed landmark density

Node Localization

I Accurate
I E±cient
I Scalable

Saikat Guha Sextant: Node and Event Localization



Validationof EventLocalizationg

Setup

I 50 MICA2 motesplacedin a grid pattern
I Event is a °ash of light
I Appreciablechangein analogvaluetriggerssensor

Comparing EventLocalization

I Triangulation { Centroidof sensors reporting the event
I AcousticRanging

I Sextant
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Validationof EventLocalizationg
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Validationof EventLocalizationg
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Validationof EventLocalizationg
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Summaryg

I Sextantuni¯es node and event localizationin the same
framework

I Sextantachieveshigh accuracyand scalability
I Explicit representationof regionsusingB¶eziercurves
I Conservativeand comprehensiveextraction of negativeas well

as positiveconstraints
I Transitivedisseminationof constraints
I Useof eventsto re¯ne node location

I Sextant is practical
I Dealswell with violationsof simplisticassumptions
I Implementedon MICA-2 motes,PDAs and laptops

http://www.cs.cornell.edu/People/egs/sextant/
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